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MONDAY, DECEMBER 15

The Dhedience
You Didn’t Expect

“After the festival was over, while his parents were
returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem,
but they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their
company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began
looking for him among their relatives and friends. When
they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look
for him.

After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his
understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him,
they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why
have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been
anxiously searching for you.”

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you
know I had to be in my Father’s house?” But they did not
understand what he was saying to them.



Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things
in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man.”

Luke 2:43-52

Here’s what gets me about this verse: Jesus is twelve years old. He’s just
blown away the teachers in the temple with His understanding. Everyone
who heard Him was amazed. He’s clearly aware of who He is, “I had to be in
my Father’s house.” He’s got divine calling written all over Him.

And then He goes home. And He’s obedient.

That word “obedient” isn’t just about doing chores or listening to His
parents. In first-century Jewish culture, this meant Jesus submitted Himself
to the entire process of learning His father’s trade. He didn’t say, “I’'m the
Son of God, I don’t need to learn carpentry.” He didn’t fast-track to ministry.
He went home and spent the next eighteen years learning to cut wood.

Think about that. The Creator of the universe, the One who spoke trees
into existence, spent nearly two decades learning how to work with them.
He learned to measure. To cut straight lines. To sand until His hands were
raw. To show up when He didn’t feel like it. To serve difficult customers. To
honour His father’s reputation in every piece He built.

Why? Because obedience to God often looks like faithfulness in the process
you’re in, not escape from it.



You might be thinking, “But I’'m called to something bigger than this.” Maybe
you are. But here’s what Jesus shows us: the path to “bigger” goes through
faithful obedience in the ordinary. The formation that happens when you
submit to the process, when you show up, when you learn, when you grow,
that’s what prepares you for whatever comes next.

Jesus didn’t skip the ordinary to get to the extraordinary. He lived the
ordinary fully. And that made all the difference.

Reflect

o What process are you currently resisting because it feels beneath you or
like a waste of time?
o What would it look like to be “obedient” to the season you’re in, to fully
submit to what God is teaching you here?

Hractice

Today, identify one area where you’ve been resisting your current season.

Write down this sentence and fill in the blank: “God, I submit to learning
in this season.” Then ask Him, “What are You trying to
teach me here that I’ve been missing?”

Hray

“God, help me submit to the process I'm in. Help me see that obedience to
You often looks like faithfulness in the ordinary, not escape from it. Form
me in this season. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”




TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16

The HiDDEN Years

“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour
with God and man.” Luke 2:52;

“The Lord does not look at the things people look at.
People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks
at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7

Eighteen years. That’s how long we have zero record of Jesus’ life, between
age twelve and age thirty. Eighteen years of... nothing. No miracles. No
teaching. No crowds. Just Jesus in Nazareth, working in a carpenter’s shop,
living an ordinary life.

And Luke sums up those eighteen years with one sentence: ‘Jesus grew.”
He grew in wisdom: learning discernment, understanding, how to navigate
life. He grew in stature: physically maturing, but also in character. He grew
in favour with God: deepening His relationship with the Father. He grew in
favour with man: learning how to love people, serve people, be present with
people.

All of this growth happened in the hidden. In the years nobody was watching.
In the season that felt like nothing was happening.

Here’s what we miss: We think growth happens in the big moments. The
breakthroughs. The promotions. The times when everyone can see what God
is doing. But that’s not what Jesus’ life shows us.



The most significant growth happens in the hidden. In the ordinary rhythms of
showing up day after day. In the seasons when nothing feels like it’s happening.
In the moments when nobody’s watching and you’re just being faithful.

God was forming Jesus in those eighteen years. Building His character.
Deepening His wisdom. Strengthening His intimacy with the Father. And
when it was time to step into public ministry, Jesus was ready, not because He
skipped the hidden years, but because He lived them fully.

The same is true for you. The season you’re in right now, the one that feels
hidden, the one where nothing big is happening, God is forming you there. He’s
growing you in wisdom, in character, in favour with Him and with others. And if
you resist it, if you treat it like wasted time, you’ll miss what He’s doing in you.

Reflect

o What is God growing in you right now that you can’t see yet?
o How does knowing that Jesus spent eighteen years in the hidden change
how you see your current season?

Hractice

Matke a list of three ways you’ve grown in the last year that nobody else

would notice. Maybe you’re more patient. Maybe you’re learning to trust God

in new ways. Maybe you’re becoming more present with your family.
Write them down. Thank God for the growth that’s happening in the hidden.

Hray

“God, thank You for the growth that’s happening in me even when I
can’t see it. Help me trust that You’re forming me in the hidden. Give me
patience with the process. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”




WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17

The Ratio That
Changes Everything

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that
you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.

It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” Mark 6:1-6

“Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied
by his disciples. When the Sabbath came, he began to

teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were
amazed. “Where did this man get these things?’ they asked.
“What’s this wisdom that has been given him? What are
these remarkable miracles he is performing? Isn’t this the
carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James,
Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?’
And they took offense at him. Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet
is not without honour except in his own town, among his
relatives and in his own home.” He could not do any miracles
there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal
them. He was amazed at their lack of faith.”

Colossians 3:23-24



Thirty years of ordinary. Three years of ministry.

If you were designing Jesus’ life, would you have done it that way? Probably
not. You’d want to maximize impact, right? Get Him out there as soon as
possible. Thirty years of public ministry, three years of preparation. That
makes sense. That’s efficient.

But God didn’t do it that way. And the ratio tells us something massive about
what God values.

We measure life by impact. By reach. By how many people we influence, how
much we accomplish, how visible we are. We think the years that matter

are the years when we’re doing something big, something public, something
people can see.

But God measures life by faithfulness. By presence. By who you’re becoming,
not just what you’re accomplishing.

Look at the ratio again: 10 to 1. For every year of public ministry, there were
ten years of hidden ordinary. And God didn’t apologize for that. Those thirty
years weren’t filler. They weren’t just waiting for the real work to begin. They
were the work. They mattered just as much as the three years.

Because God values formation over impact. He values faithfulness in the
hidden over fame in the public. He values who you’re becoming over what
you’re accomplishing.

Here’s what that means for you: The years you'’re living right now, the ones
that feel ordinary, the ones where you’re not doing anything impressive,
those years matter. Not because of what you’re accomplishing, but because
of who you’re becoming. Not because of your impact, but because of your
faithfulness.



God isn’t measuring your life the way you are. He’s not counting how many
people follow you or how much you’ve achieved. He’s looking at your heart.
He’s watching how you show up in the ordinary. He’s forming you in the
hidden.

And if Jesus needed thirty years of that, you probably need the season you’re in.

Reflect

o How do you measure whether your life matters?
By impact or by faithfulness?
o What would change if you started measuring your life the way God does?

Hractice

Write down three ways you’ve been faithful in the last month that nobody

noticed. Maybe you showed up to work with a good attitude even though
you didn’t feel like it. Maybe you were patient with your kids when
you wanted to lose it. Maybe you kept your integrity when no one was

watching. Celebrate those moments. That’s what God values.

fray

“God, help me measure my life the way You do, by faithfulness, not
impact. Help me see that the ordinary years matter just as much as the
extraordinary ones. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”




THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18

Stop Waiting
Start Living

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.” Ecclesiastes 3:1

“Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to
this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and
make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen
tomorrow.” James 4:13-15

Let me ask you something: When is your real life going to start?

When you get the promotion? When you meet someone? When the kids are
older? When you have more money? When you finally feel ready?

Here’s the problem: If you’re always waiting for your real life to start, you’ll
miss the life you’re actually living.

Jesus didn’t do that. He didn’t spend thirty years in Nazareth thinking, “This
isn’t my real life. My real life starts when I begin my ministry.” No. He was
fully present. Every day in Nazareth mattered. Every table He built mattered.
Every conversation with a neighbour mattered. He wasn’t in a holding pattern.
He was living.

And here’s what “fully present” actually means, because we throw that phrase
around, but let me make it concrete: To be fully present means you’re not
living in the future. You’re not constantly thinking, “When I get to the next



thing, then I’ll be happy.” You’re here. Now. Engaged with the people in front
of you. Faithful in the work you have today.

To be fully present means you’re not dividing your life into “what matters”
and “what doesn’t.” You’re not saying, “This part of my life counts, but this
part is just filler.” You’re bringing the same faithfulness, the same attention,
the same worship to the ordinary as you would to the extraordinary.

To be fully present means you stop saying “when” and start saying “now.”
Not “when I get there, then I'll be faithful.” But “I’'m going to be faithful right
here, right now, in the life I actually have.”

This is your real life. Not someday. Now. The job you have, the season you’re
in, the ordinary rhythms of your days, this is it. And God is in it.

Reflect

o What are you waiting for before yow’ll consider your life to have really started?
o What would change if you decided to be fully present in the life you have right now?

Practice

Today, every time you catch yourself saying “when” (when I get the promotion, when
I meet someone, when the kids are older), stop and reframe it as “now.” Ask yourself:
“What is God calling me to be faithful in right now?” Then do that thing.

fray

“God, help me stop waiting for my real life to start. Help me be fully present in the
life I have right now. This is my real life, and You’re in it. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”




Known By Your Work

Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother
of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with
us?” And they took offense at him.” Mark 6:1-3

“So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God
he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed
them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill
the earth and subdue it.”” Genesis 1:27-28

When Jesus went back to Nazareth during His ministry, people didn’t say,
“Isn’t this the rabbi?” They didn’t say, “Isn’t this the teacher?” They said,
“Isn’t this the carpenter?”

That was His identity for thirty years. Not His name and His hobbies. His
name and His work. “Jesus the carpenter.” That’s who He was to them.

In first-century Jewish culture, your work was your identity. It was how you
contributed to the community. It was how you bore the image of God, by
creating, by building, by serving through your labour.

And Jesus fully entered into that. For thirty years, He was known by His work.

Now here’s the question: What are you known by?

Because here’s what I’ve noticed: A lot of us separate our identity from our
work. We say, “My job is just what I do to pay the bills. It’s not who I am.”
And I get that, you don’t want your entire identity wrapped up in your career.
But there’s a difference between making your job your whole identity and
recognizing that your work is part of how you bear God’s image in the world.

When you do your work well, when you show up with integrity, when you
serve the people around you, when you create value, you’re reflecting
something about God. You’re participating in His work of bringing order out
of chaos, of serving others, of contributing to human flourishing.



Jesus was known as “the carpenter.” And He wasn’t ashamed of that. He didn’t
say, “I'm actually the Son of God, but I'm stuck doing carpentry until I can

get to my real calling.” No. He owned it. He did the work faithfully. He let His
work be part of His witness.

And the same is true for you. Your work, whatever it is, is part of how you bear
God’s image. It’s part of your witness. It’s part of how you serve others and
contribute to the world.

So own it. Do it well. Let your work reflect something about who God is.

Reflect

o How do you view your work? As just a paycheck, or as part of how you bear
God’s image?
o What would change if you saw your work as part of your witness?

Practice

Today, before you start working, pray this: “God, I'm doing this work as an act of

worship. Help me do it well. Help me serve the people around me. Let my work reflect
something about who You are.” Then work with that mindset throughout the day,
remembering that your work is an act of worship, that youw’re serving the people
around you, and that your work reflects something about who God is.

fray

“God, help me see my work the way You see it, not as something separate from my
faith, but as part of how I bear Your image in the world. Help me do my work well,
with integrity, as an act of worship. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”




SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20

When God
Etglllf 125 Work

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.’
John 1:14

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over
all creation. For in him all things were created: things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible... all things have
been created through him and for him.” Colossians 1:15-20

Here’s a theological truth that should blow your mind: When God entered
into something, He dignified it.

When God took on a human body, He dignified the body. When God entered
into human relationships, He dignified relationships. When God entered into
human emotions, He dignified emotions.

Let me explain what that means: When God dignifies something, He declares
it has worth, value, and significance. It’s not just something to endure, it
actually matters. It counts.

And when God spent thirty years doing ordinary work, physical labour, the
kind of work you do to pay your bills, He dignified work.

This is what the incarnation means. God didn’t just save us from a distance.
He didn’t just observe what it’s like to be human. He entered into our
humanity. All of it. He got tired. He got hungry. He felt pain. He experienced
conflict. He worked with His hands. He knew what it was like to show up day
after day to do ordinary work.

And when God enters into something, it’s no longer ordinary. It’s sacred.



See, we’ve bought into this lie that there’s sacred work and secular work. That
some work matters to God and some work doesn’t. That if you’re in full-time
ministry, you’re doing something significant, but if you’re in business or
education or healthcare or trades, you'’re just doing something to pay the bills.
But that’s not what the incarnation shows us. Jesus didn’t divide His life into
sacred and secular. All of it was sacred because all of it was lived in obedience
to the Father.

Every table He built was an act of worship. Every board He cut was an act of
faithfulness. Every customer He served was an act of love. The work itself had
dignity because He was doing it as unto the Lord.

And the same is true for you. Your work isn’t just a paycheck. It’s a calling.
God has placed you in your job, in your field, in your role, and He’s calling

you to be faithful there. When you do your work well, you’re contributing

to human flourishing. You’re meeting needs. You’re creating value. You’re
bearing the image of God. And if you’re a stay-at-home parent, you’re doing
some of the most dignified work there is, raising human beings, shaping the
next generation, creating a home where people are loved and formed. If you’re
caring for aging parents or managing a household, you’re doing sacred work
that bears God’s image just as much as any job outside the home. This work
matters. It counts. God sees it, and He dignifies it.

Your work isn’t separate from your worship. It’s part of it.

Reflect

e Do you view your work as sacred or secular? Why?
e How does knowing that Jesus dignified ordinary work change how
you see your job?

Hray

“God, thank You for dignifying my work by entering into it Yourself. Help me
see that there’s no divide between sacred and secular, all of my work is sacred

when I do it as unto You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”




SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

Own Your
Driinary

“After the festival was over, while his parents were returning
home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they
were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company,

they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him
among their relatives and friends. When they did not find
him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three
days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among

the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.
Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding
and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you
treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously
searching for you.”

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you
know I had to be in my Father’s house?” But they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things
in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man.” Luke 2:41-52



“Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied
by his disciples. When the Sabbath came, he began to

teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were
amazed. “Where did this man get these things?” they asked.
“What’s this wisdom that has been given him? What are
these remarkable miracles he is performing? Isn’t this the
carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James,
Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?”
And they took offense at him.” Mark 6:1-3

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” Colossians 3:17

Here’s what we’ve seen this week: Jesus spent thirty years living the ordinary.
He submitted to the process. He was formed in the hidden. He valued
faithfulness over impact. He was fully present instead of waiting for His real
life to start. He was known by His work. And He dignified ordinary work by
doing it Himself.

Now here’s the question: What are you going to do with that?

Because you can read all of this, nod your head, think “that’s nice,” and then
go right back to resisting your ordinary. You can keep treating your current
season like wasted time. You can keep waiting for your real life to start. You
can keep thinking your work doesn’t really matter.

Or you can own your ordinary.

You can stop resisting the season you’re in and start asking what God is
forming in you. You can stop waiting for someday and start being fully present
now. You can stop dividing your life into sacred and secular and start seeing
all of it as worship.



Jesus spent thirty years doing exactly what you’re doing, ordinary work,
ordinary rhythms, ordinary life. And He didn’t waste a single day. He was fully
present. He was faithful. He was being formed.

The same can be true for you. But you have to choose it. You have to own it.

Your ordinary life isn’t something to escape. It’s something to live fully.
Because God is there. He’s with you in it. He’s forming you through it. And if
you open your eyes, you’ll see Him in the middle of it all.

Reflect

o Which of the six truths from this week do you most need to remember?
(Obedience to the process, formation in the hidden, faithfulness over impact,
being present now, work as witness, the dignity of work)

o What’s one specific way you can own your ordinary this week?

Practice

Make a list of three ways your work contributes to human flourishing. Maybe

you help people solve problems. Maybe you care for people in vulnerable
moments. Maybe you create things that make life better. Write them down.
Thank God for the dignity of your work.
Choose one of these three challenges and commit to it this week:
o Stop treating your current season like wasted time. Ask God, “What are You
forming in me right now? What are You teaching me in the ordinary?”
o Stop waiting for your real life to start. Be present. Be faithful. Stop saying
“when” and start saying “now.”
e Own the dignity of your work. Do your work as an act of worship. Before you
start working each day, pray: “God, I’'m doing this work as an act of worship.
Help me do it well.”




Jray

“God, thank You for showing me through Jesus that my ordinary life matters.
Help me own it. Help me stop resisting it, stop waiting to escape it, and start

living it fully. You spent thirty years in the ordinary, help me see mine through

new eyes. Form me. Grow me. Meet me right here, right now, in the middle of
my everyday life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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